[Continuous albendazole therapy in alveolar echinococcosis--evaluation of therapeutic effect with computerized tomography and ultrasonography].
Fifteen cases of alveolar echinococcosis were treated with albendazole in a dosage of 20 mg/kg/d x 30 days for 12-60 courses (25.8 courses in average) and were followed up 1-7 years (48 months in average) with computerized tomography and ultrasonography. Abdominal pain in all the cases, jaundice in 4 and hemoptysis in disappeared 2. In 13 of the 15 cases, the hepatic lesions reduced in size. Among 9 cases examined with computerized tomography, the hepatic lesions were completely calcified in 5 and enclosed with calcified walls in 3. Only one patient with huge and extensive hepatic lesions showed no apparent improvement. No severe adverse reaction was observed. Evidently albendazole was effective in the treatment of alveolar echinococcosis.